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IN THE HIGH COURT OF AUSTRALIA    

CANBERRA REGISTRY         

No C13 of 2022 
 

 

BETWEEN:  

Simon Vunilagi 

 Appellant 

 

 and 

 

 The Queen 

 First Respondent 

 

and 

 

 Attorney-General of the Australian Capital Territory 

 Second Respondent 

 

 

APPELLANT’S CHRONOLOGY 

 

Part I: The appellant certifies that this chronology is in a form suitable for publication on the 

Internet. 

 

Part II: 
 
 
Date Event Core Appeal Book (CAB) 

Appellant’s Submissions 

(AS) 

BACKGROUND 

FACTS 

  

10 February 2020 Appellant committed to the ACT Supreme Court 

for trial 

AS [3] 
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31 March 2020 Indictment naming the appellant as accused filed in 

the ACT Supreme Court 

AS [3] 

8 April 2020 COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 (ACT) 

commences operation inserting s 68BA into the 

Supreme Court Act 1933 (ACT) 

AS [2] 

18 June 2020 Murrell CJ proposes to make an order that the 

appellant’s trial proceed by judge alone pursuant to 

new s 68BA of the Supreme Court Act 1933 (ACT) 

CAB 13 

8 July 2020 s 68BA is repealed AS [3] 

13 August 2020 Murrell CJ orders that the appellant’s trial is to 

proceed by judge alone pursuant to s 68BA of the 

Supreme Court Act 1933 (ACT) continued in 

operation by s 116 

CAB 20 

8 September 2020 Appellant arraigned upon updated indictment SCC 

24 of 2020 before Murrell CJ 

CAB 6, 21-61 

8-11, 14-18, 21-24 

September 2020 

Appellant’s trial takes place CAB 64 

9 October 2020 Murrell CJ finds appellant guilty of counts 3, 4, 6, 

9, 14, 15, 16 and 17  

CAB 62-128 

13 November 2020 Murrell CJ sentences the appellant to a total of six 

years, three months and 14 days imprisonment with 

a non-parole period of three years and one month 

CAB 141-142 

APPEAL TO THE 

ACT SUPREME 

COURT OF APPEAL 

  

16 April 2021 Further amended Notice of Appeal filed on behalf 

of the appellant in ACT Supreme Court of Appeal 

CAB 143-147 

17-19 May 2021 Appeal hearing CAB 148 

9 November 2021 Court of Appeal dismisses appeal CAB 206 

APPEAL TO THE 

HIGH COURT OF 

AUSTRALIA  

  

17 June 2022 Application for special leave heard; leave granted CAB 226-227 
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30 June 2022 Notice of Appeal filed  CAB 228-230 

 

 

Dated 5 August 2022 

 

 

 

Bret Walker SC 

Telephone: (02) 8257 2527 

Email: caroline.davoren@stjames.net.au 

James Stellios 

Telephone: (02) 9236 8600 

Email: james.stellios@stjames.net.au 
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